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Implicit International Interaction: Analysis of the Relationship Between Deleted Accounts
on Twitter Platform
He Kang', Zhang Hongzhong?, Jia Quanxin®, Li Yangyang?
1.School of Journalism and Communication, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100088;
2.Research Institute of Electronic Science of China Electronics Technology Corporation, National
Engineering Laboratory of Big Data Application for Social Security Risk Perception andPrevention

and Control, Beijing 100088

Abstract: In 2018, Twitter, one of the world's largest social media, published data related to deleted
accounts for the first time in its transparency reports, which are available for download, becoming
a typical sample for analyzing national relations. This paper takes the social account data deleted
by Twitter as the research object, analyzes the network interaction between deleted countries, and
discusses the new path of international relations research from the perspective of communication.
The results show that: 1. These deleted accounts do not exist independently but form a huge

interactive and interlaced network; 2. Among the deleted accounts, the top three pairs of countries



with network social intensity are Ecuador and Honduras, Russia and Serbia, Russia and Venezuela;
3. Iran is the most active country in the high social intensity group; 4. There is a positive correlation
between the intensity of online social relations and the number of political mutual visits, that is, the
closer the online social relations of deleted accounts, the more frequent the number of mutual visits
between these countries in reality. The results show that social media space has become the mapping
of real state relations to a certain extent, which can be explored in a multidimensional way through
social media data mining and social network analysis.

Keywords: social media; state relations; Twitter; social intensity; diplomatic exchange of visits;

relationship network; digitization



